
Homily for the fourth Sunday of year, January 29, 2023 

In the days of my youth, schoolboys from the local neighborhood would often gather together to play a game of 

baseball. Two boys would be called upon to choose sides. Predictably, the first to be chosen were the best players in the 

group, and the last would be those with limited ability. 

I must confess that I was not a gifted athlete. As a baseball player, I lacked the necessary skills of hitting and fielding. As 

a pitcher, I could never find the strike zone. Typically, I was the last person chosen. And to make matters even more 

embarrassing, I was usually told to play in right field, where I could do the least harm.  Just imagine an unlikely scenario 

that I am the first one chosen. My peers would certainly object. A loss is surely guaranteed. 

But what of God’s choices?  

Saint Paul rejoices in the fact that, for the most part, the church is composed of simple and humble people. 

If we wish to understand today’s second reading, we must zero in on the word “choice”. 

Consider: “Brothers, you are among those called” (1 Cor. 1:26) 

“God chose those whom the world considers absurd to shame the wise.  He singled out the weak of this world to shame 

the strong” (1 Cor. 1:28) 

“He chose the world’s lowly and despised, those who count for nothing to reduce to nothing those who were 

something, so that mankind can do no boasting before God? (I Cor. 1:29) 

Paul enumerates with precision what it means to follow Christ. His words are countercultural: “foolishness”, “weakness” 

and “lowliness”.  By the world’s standards Christians are worthless in every respect.  Mankind can do no boasting before 

God! 

In the history of the Church one of her most bitter enemies was a second century pagan named Celsus (178 A.D). It was 

precisely the church’s appeal to the common people that infuriated him. He condescendingly referred to Christians as 

“uneducated”, “vulgar” and “the dregs of society.” They were worthless losers! 

 Very few of the early followers of Christ were chosen from the academies. People of wealth, usually members of the 

ruling class, were inconspicuous. Those called were often slaves, manual workers and shop merchants. 

In our secular society today people of faith are often labeled stupid, weak and worthless losers. They often resort to 

name-calling: “Jesus freaks”, “fanatics”, “fundamentalists” and “Judgmental”. 

Today, let us reflect that we are among those called by the Lord. If any one of us suffers from low self-esteem or frets 

because he or she has not lived up to expectations, then rejoice and be glad in knowing you have been chosen by the 

Lord. In the sight of the Lord, we, who have been called, are precious. 

Recall what Christ said in his Sermon on the Mount”: 

“I give praise to you, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the 

learned, you have revealed them to the childlike” (Mt. 11:25) 

In his helpful commentary on the first chapter of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, Professor William Barclay, a 

Protestant biblical scholar, writes in splendid prose the difference Christianity makes. Consider: 

“{Christianity} gave those who have no respect their self-respect.  It gave those who have no life the promise of 

everlasting life; and It told men, who in the eyes of world were worthless, that they were worth the death of God’s only 

Son.  Christianity was, and still is, literally the most uplifting thing in the whole universe.” 

Christ turned the tables. So-called losers are often winners. The most despised are the ones exalted. 

  Our faith is truly wonderful! 


